Wedding Budget Kickstart Kit
Plan a beautiful wedding without blowing your budget.

A simple, realistic starter kit to help you set a smart budget, avoid surprise costs, and feel in control of your day.
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Step 1: Get Clear on Your Total Budget

Most couples start planning without a clear number. This is where overspending begins. Use this page to set a realistic
budget and understand who's contributing what.

Our Total Wedding Budget

What's the maximum amount you're comfortable spending on your wedding?

Our total wedding budget: $

Not sure yet? Start with a range (for example, $10,000-$15,000). You can adjust as you learn more about costs.

Who Is Contributing?

List everyone who is helping pay for the wedding and how much they plan to contribute.

Contributor Amount Pledged Notes
Partner 1

Partner 2

Partner 1's Family

Partner 2's Family

Other

Total contributions: $

Our Top 3 Priorities

Where do you most want your money to go? Think about what will matter most to you in photos and memories.

Priority #1:

Priority #2:

Priority #3:

Non-Negotiables vs Flexible

Use the left side for elements you don't want to compromise on. Use the right side for items where you're willing to save,
DIY, or cut if needed.

Non-Negotiables (must-haves) Flexible / Nice-to-Haves
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Step 2: Break Your Budget Into Smart
Categories

Use these typical ranges as a starting point. Adjust based on your priorities from Step 1.

Total wedding budget: $

Category Suggested % Range Your % Your $
Venue & Catering 40-50% _ % $
Photography & Video 10-15% _ % $
Attire & Beauty 5-10% _ % $
Flowers & Decor 8-12% — % $
Music & Entertainment 5-10% % $
Stationery 2-4% _% $
Officiant 2% _% $
Cake & Desserts 2-4% % $
Transportation 2-4% _ % $
Gifts & Favors 2-4% % $
Misc / Emergency 5-10% % $

Total %: __% (aim for 100%)
Total $: $ (aim to match your total budget)

[J Saving Tip

Shift more of your budget into your top 3 priorities, and reduce spending on things guests barely notice. This
helps your day feel luxurious—even on a realistic budget.

Made with GRMIMA


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

Step 3: Track Your Spending (Before It Sheaks
Up on You)

Compare your planned costs to your actual costs. If one area goes over, adjust another right away.

Category Item/ Planned $ Actual $ Difference Paid? Due Date
Vendor

Venue &
Catering

Photography &
Video

Flowers &
Decor

"Difference" = Actual — Planned. If it's positive, that category is over budget. Decide where you'll cut back to stay on track.
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Step 4: Avoid Hidden Costs & Find Easy
Savings

Some wedding expenses love to hide in the fine print. Use this page to catch them early—and then choose a few simple
ways to save that still feel good.

Hidden Costs That Often Surprise
Couples

Service fees and gratuities (venue, catering, DJ, bar
staff)

Overtime charges for venue, DJ, photographer,
videographer

Dress and suit alterations

Extra décor for spaces that look emptier than
expected

Printing extra invitations, menus, or programs
Postage for invitations and RSVP cards
Marriage license and legal fees

Vendor travel, set-up, or delivery fees

Next-day clean-up or rental return fees

Notes:

Simple Savings Ideas That Still Feel
Special

Choose in-season flowers or more greenery instead

of pricey blooms

Shorten the guest list by 10-20 people

Serve beer, wine, and a signature cocktail instead of

full open bar

Reuse ceremony flowers and décor at the reception

Use digital save-the-dates or RSVPs

Simplify favors or skip them and upgrade dessert

instead

Choose a venue that needs less décor (naturally

beautiful spaces)

Get married on a weekday or Sunday for lower venue

costs

Circle 2-3 savings ideas you're actually excited to use.
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Next Step: Turn Your Budget Into a Stress-Free
Plan

You've already done the hardest part—getting clear on your numbers. Now it's time to turn your budget into a calm,
organized plan for your whole wedding.

The Ultimate Budget Wedding Planner Bundle: If you'd love more support with timelines, vendor tracking, and saving
money in each category, this bundle keeps everything in one simple, organized place. Includes:

e A full wedding planning binder (timelines, checklists, seating chart, vendor contact sheets)
e A detailed Pro wedding budget spreadsheet that auto-totals your spending and flags overruns
o Email templates to confidently ask vendors for quotes, discounts, and custom packages

o Extra checklists for DIY vs hire-out decisions to keep your budget on track

See everything included in the bundle: www.yourdomain.com/wedding-bundle

Designed for couples who want a beautiful wedding and a healthy bank account.
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